“And See The Fine Place We Have There…”

[image: image1.png]The Square, Drumcollogher.

ARTHONY Wi





A history of Dromcollogher from 1160 to 2006 

Foreword to the Second Edition (online)

Since the first edition of this book was printed a number of people have requested copies from me, so I tried to locate the original electronic copy but was unable. Due to this I had to scan a library copy of the book hence the photographs and images were very poor so they have been replace were possible or omitted if no replacement was available.  I have put in some updated information were relevant.

As the editor of this second edition, I have endeavoured to make a few changes as possible and free acknowledge that this is 99% the work of the students and tutors of the Drom Col Choille le Cheile LTI project which was funded by FÁS and supported by WLR.

I have added an extra chapter focusing on the Community Development occurred in the town since in 1995 onwards.
I also want to acknowledge the patience, support, understanding and tolerance of the FAS Sponsoring body in particular Seamus Stack and the Staff in the Newcastle West FÁS Office in particular Gerardine Doyle.

Lastly, with any history there is spin and some individual’s efforts are not acknowledge, or there are errors of omissions.  Please feel free to email me with corrections and comments at Dromcollogher@gmail.com
Ted Bradley (FÁS Supervisor Dromcollogher Community Enterprises Ltd.)

April 2010

Foreword of the First Edition

“A community is a rich and expanding tapestry of light and shade woven by many hands and events over several generations. Many have written and spoken about Dromcollogher, its people, its heritage, its development, the place. Nobody can tell the complete story of a people, but each contribution adds to our knowledge and understanding. 

This story of Dromcollogher and surrounding district by “Drom Col Choille le Cheile’ based in the Heritage Centre, is warmly welcomed. It is the product of much research, and brings together in one volume interesting material and memoirs, hitherto not generally available, and more recent developments and activities. 

It traces the social and religious history of the area, the effect of invasion, plantation, war and famine. It recalls those involved in the life of town and country, in business and farming, the influence of the co-operative movement. It shows the effect of the political situation in the early 20th century, the tragic cinema fire of 1926, and the very active educational, cultural and sporting tradition through the century. It chronicles the impressive developments towards the end of the century and the provision of so many places of care, a community spirit and progress that is continuing into this new century. 

This book will be of interest to all who wish to know the story of Dromcollogher, to “see the fine place we have there”, it will be an invaluable resource for young people and future generations. It shows Dromcollogher as a very vibrant place with a rich history and long established families that is now attracting new families and businesses, ensuring a bright future. 

This book will help to preserve a sense of gratitude for our heritage and the very important spirit of community, friendship and co-operation that is the source of success and happiness’“Ni heart go curie Cheile”

James Ambrose, P.P.

November 2006

Canon Ambrose

Canon Ambrose has been parish priest of Dromcollogher since 1986, and is involved in all aspects of community life. All his parishioners hold him in high esteem

The trainees of Drom Col Choille le Cheile would like to thank sincerely

following people for their contributions to this project:

Seamus Stack B.O.M. Drom Col Choille le Cheile

Canon Ambrose P’P. DromcollogherlBroadford

Séamus 0 Suilleabháin Broadford

John Liston Historian Croom

Ted Bradley (FAS)

Eamonn Irwin

Gerard Keyes

Moss McCarthy

James Wall

Mary O’Gorman Dromcollogher Library

Pat Galvin Newcastle West Library

Margaret Franklin Limerick County Library (Research)

West Limerick Resources

F.A.S.

And our tutors Bridget Murphy and Kay McNaught for all their help.

Trainees of Drom Col Choille le Cheile December 2006
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